
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Flying start: A level 

Photography 
 

 

Photography is part of the wider VAPAM (Visual and Performing Arts and Media) 

Faculty, within this faculty sit all the creative subjects and we all work together 

successfully. We have Instagram accounts where you can update yourself on 

current work, recommendations and other updates. 



 

 

Thank you for showing an interest in studying A level 

Photography at Thomas Rotherham College. We are very 

keen to see what you can do, and this pack should help you 

get you off to a ‘flying start’. By completing these tasks, this 

shows us that you are a highly motivated student. 

 

Please read through the pack carefully. This Flying 

Start pack contains: 

1)  Information about the course 

2)  A variety of activities to do at home 

3)  A working weekly planner for you to use and 

track the activities 

4)  Useful links and resources 

 

 

 
 

Photography is an exciting and creative A Level where you can 

develop your camera and analogue skills, whilst learning and 

experimenting with a variety of practical and digital techniques. 

Have a look and follow our Instagram (@trcartdept) to see what 

kind of work you could create over the two years you would 

study with us.  

 

 
If you have any questions, or require any support, you can email: 

Abigail.pannozzo@thomroth.ac.uk 

 

We are looking forward to meeting you in September! 
 



 

Information about the A Level Photography course 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photography is used to 

communicate ideas and 

messages about the 

observed world. The A Level 

encourages exploration of 

different materials, 

processes and techniques, 

both formal and 

experimental. The start of 

the course is workshop 

based, teaching a range of 

Photography Skills including 

basic and advanced 

camera functions, studio 

and dark room processes. 

You will learn not only how 

to use your camera to take 

a good photograph but to 

understand the 

technicalities involved and 

how to explore your own 

concepts and ideas. After 

this introductory workshop 

period, you will be 

encouraged to develop 

your own specialism and 

explore own concepts and 

ideas free of external 

constraints while continuing 

to develop and explore 

your skills. You will also be 

encouraged to base the 

work around your own 

individual identity, 

incorporating cultural 

influences or personal 

experiences and interests. 

Although most of the 

assessed work is practical 

and sketchbook based, 

there is a separately 

assessed written essay. This 

allows you to explore the 

work of other artists to 

inspire and look at your 

work in a wider context. 

 



 

Your Own Working Weekly Planner 

 

 

The following plan is meant as a guide to help you structure the activities in this flying start 

pack between June and August. However, if you would like to complete this at a different 

pace, in a different order and/or spend less or more time on each activity - this is entirely 

your choice. Fill in the planner as you go so you can keep track. 

Activity number Page 

number 

Time 

allocation 

Is this a 

Mandatory 

task? 

Complete? 

1 

“Research career 

pathways” 

 

5 

 

1 – 2hr 

 

Mandatory 

 

2 

“Intro to Composition” 

 

6 

 

45mins – 1hr 

 

Mandatory 

 

3 

“Composition definition and 

examples” 

 

7 

 

1.5hrs 

 

Mandatory 

 

4 

“Create a Sketchbook 

Page” 

 

8 

 

1.5hrs 

 

Mandatory 

 

5 

“Camera Task”  

 

 

9 

 

2hrs 

 

Mandatory 

 

6 

“Annotating task” 

 

 

9 

 

45mins – 1hr 

 

Optional 

 

7 

“Photography Skills” 

 

10 

 

30minutes – 

1hr – 

dependant 

on duration 

of chosen 

clip 

 

 

Optional 

 

8 

“Create a Sketchbook Page 

on New Skill” 

 

 

11 

 

1.5 – 2hrs 

 

Optional 

 

9 

“Camera Task 2” 

 

 

12 

 

2hrs 

 

Optional 

 

10 

“Other info” 

 

 

13 

 

N/A 

 

Optional 

 



 

TASK 1: Career pathways with A level Photography 
 

Firstly, the subjects you choose to study at college should be your own choice, but it is useful to 

know where these subjects can take you in the future so you can make the right decisions.  

When we talk about the value of arts and culture to society, we always start with its intrinsic value: 

how arts and culture can illuminate our inner lives and enrich our emotional world. This is what we 

cherish – this is especially relatable in the current global circumstance! However, we also need to 

understand that arts and culture have a wider, more measurable impact on our economy, health 

and wellbeing, society and education. It’s important we also recognise this impact to help people 

think of our arts and culture for what they are: a strategic national resource. 

 

For your first task, research possible career pathways you would be interested in and find out where 

an A Level in Photography can take you!! You might be surprised. You can use the useful links 

below, and search yourself on the internet: 

 
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-

degree/photography  

 

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list - This is a particularly user-friendly 

guide for students and gives you lots of real-life examples! 

 

https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-careers-in-art-and-

design 

  

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/photographer  

 
Notes on findings - Use this table to make notes about what you find out. It is up to you how 

you take notes e.g. bullet points, full sentences, inserted images ….. but this information could 

help you decide on the subjects you want to study and future careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/photography
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/photography
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-careers-in-art-and-design
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-careers-in-art-and-design
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/photographer


 

TASK 2: Watch Video and Read Articles 

 
Steve McCurry has been one of the most iconic 

voices in contemporary photography for more than 

30 years. McCurry is an award-winning editorial 

photographer best known for his photograph, 

“Afghan Girl” (Sharbat Gula), which originally 

appeared on the June 1985 cover of National 

Geographic magazine when she was approximately 

12 years old.  

 
Photography is not about just point and clicking. You 

need to think about the ‘composition’. McCurry 

utilises and illustrates 9 rules of composition, that can 

help you compose beautiful images. 

 
Firstly, watch this video to find out what 

the 9 rules are: 
https://youtu.be/7ZVyNjKSr0M  

Makes notes of the rules as you will need to 

come back to them for the other activities in this 

pack. 

 
Here is also another video and transcript of someone going through in detail of 

one of the harder composition rules: 

https://www.rawsterphoto.com/9-great-rule-of-thirds-photos-by-steve-mccurry/  

 
Notes on findings - Use this table to make notes about what you find out. It is up to you how 

you lay this out e.g. bullet points, full sentences, inserted images. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/7ZVyNjKSr0M
https://www.rawsterphoto.com/9-great-rule-of-thirds-photos-by-steve-mccurry/


 

TASK 3: 9 Rules of Compositions Definitions 

 
Fill in the below table with your findings from the video on the previous page and 

gather visual examples. You can also research the composition rules separately if 

you need further clarification. When completing the definitions, try to use your own 

words to show your understanding - do not solely copy and paste. The images do 

not need to be by Steve McCurry but do need to apply to the composition rule. 

 
Composition 

Rule 

Definition in own words Inserted image 

Example: 

Leading lines 

When you look closely, there are 

natural lines in the world that are 

created by objects, landscapes and 

looking from alternate perspectives. 

When you use natural lines in 

photography, they can lead your eyes 

into the picture, so the viewer focuses 

on what you want to draw their 

attention to. In this example, the train 

tracks and path create the leading 

lines.  

Rule of Thirds   
Symmetry   
Figure to 

Ground 
  

Fill the Frame   
Repetition and 

Patterns 
 

 

 

Diagonals   
Framing   
Centre 

Dominant Eye 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TASK 4: Create a Sketchbook Research Page 
 

Using the research and images you have gathered so far; 

your TASK will be to create a ‘Sketchbook page’.  Read 

the information carefully below and follow the specific 

photography task then present your work on an A3 piece 

of good quality paper or card (nothing too flimsy) if you 

have the facilities at home. Presentation is important! You 

need to include the following: 

• A title – this could be ‘The 9 rules of Photography by 

Steve McCurry’ or something more creative! 

• A brief explanation of how you have tackled the 

task set. What the composition rules and definitions? 

How are they used and why? 

• Your images printed out good quality and mounted. Think about the size of these in 

relation to the whole page and the other things you need to include. This still 

applies to if you are completing a digital sketchbook page. 

• Any other annotation about the rules and own understanding/thoughts. 

If you do not have printing facilities at home – then you could get these images printed at 

a shop or supermarket as many offer affordable printing services. If this is still not possible, 

create a digital sketchbook page/s that would look exactly how you would want it to in a 

sketchbook if it was printed and presented. 

 

For ideas on how to present your work, please search – ‘Thomas Rotherham 

College Sketchbook’ on Pinterest to see examples of student sketchbook pages.  

Presentation is 25% of your A level mark – this 

does not mean it has to be over fussy or 

‘decorate’, it needs to be appropriate and 

show off your work. 

 

DEADLINE: Please bring your completed 

Sketchbook page to your first lesson in 

September.  

 

Follow us on Instagram! Take photographs of 

your work and tag us in it! 

https://www.instagram.com/trcartdept/  

When studying the A Level, you will 

work in a sketchbook. You get 

marks for the quality of the content 

of your sketchbook and the quality 

of the presentation of your 

sketchbook. There are a few steps 

to creating a successful 

sketchbook page: 

1) Decide the orientation – portrait 

or landscape? 

2) Gather all the VISUAL elements 

that need to be presented 

https://www.instagram.com/trcartdept/


 

TASK 5: Camera task - Using the Composition Rules 
You should have a good idea what the 9 rules of composition are so now, let’s 

have a go at using them with your own camera! You can use your phone if you do 

not have your own DSLR Camera. 

 

Firstly, choose an interesting and specific location and model to use – this can be 

inside or outside however, outside will give you more options and opportunities. 

Once you have decided and have everything ready, have a go at trying to 

compose images using ALL 9 rules.  Think about how you can use the location and 

model to copy these rules and create an interesting theme. 

 

Once again, we have lots of student examples on Pinterest if you would like to 

have a look at photoshoot ideas. Search for Thomas Rotherham College Art 

Department and have a look through our tiles. 

 

 

You can either present this physically as a sketchbook page or if you do not have 

the printing facilities, create a digital sketchbook page or a PowerPoint to 

showcase your own photographs. Make sure you have covered all 9 rules! 

 

Here is a link to a beginner’s guide on using a camera and more about 

composition that you might find interesting and handy: 

https://expertphotography.com/a-beginners-guide-to-photography/  

 

TASK 6: Presentation and writing about your images 

 
Annotation is very important in Photography as it gives the reader an insight into 

your thoughts and shows your understanding of the subject. Alongside your 

images, write a small explanation about why you have chosen that specific 

location and model.  

Present your images clearly and then tell us how each image fits that specific rule 

you have focused on. Here are some questions you can think about to get you 

started: 

• Which composition rule are you being inspired by? 

• What parts of the image meet the composition criteria?  

• What impact does the composition have on the image and audience? 

• What is the theme of the images? 

• Why have you chosen to use these props/location/model? 

 

https://expertphotography.com/a-beginners-guide-to-photography/


 

TASK 7: Learn and enhance your photography skills at home 

 

 
There are lots of fantastic resources and communities you can access online to 

help you enhance your photography skills and knowledge before you start the 

course in September. Fstoppers is an online community aimed at educating and 

inspiring photographers, videographers, and creative professionals. Started in 2010 

by founders Patrick Hall and Lee Morris, Fstoppers has grown into one of the top 

resources for photography lighting, gear reviews, business tips, behind the scenes, 

and industry news. Here are links to their website and fantastic YouTube channel: 

 

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/FStoppers 

• Website: https://fstoppers.com/ 

 

 
Notes on findings - Use this table to make notes about what you find out. It is up to you how 

you lay this out e.g. bullet points, full sentences, inserted images. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find a video about a technique that interests you – the 

‘tips and tricks’ section is particularly good for this.  

For instance, if you do not know much about lighting 

then this might be a good area to start at as we will 

focus on lighting in September! Watch a video and 

make notes whilst watching and see what you find out. 

The videos can range from 5minutes to 1hour, so it is up 

to you which one you go for! If you want to watch more 

than one, then go for it!  
 



 

TASK 8: Create a Sketchbook Page on New Skill 

 
When studying A level Photography, you will need 

to show evidence of the new skills and knowledge 

you have discovered so you can achieve the high 

marks. However, not just showing that you 

understand the techniques in written form, but 

you know how to use and apply them when 

creating your own imagery and final pieces. 

 

Therefore, for this task, create a physical OR digital 

sketchbook page showing which technique you 

focused on and learn about by watching a video by FStoppers. As mentioned 

before, it is up to you, which skill or techniques you decide to focus on.  

 

Your sketchbook page must include: 

• A Title – this could be the technique you have learnt about or something 

more creative! 

• An explanation of how you have tackled the task set. What have you 

decided to focus on and why? 

• Your research and findings from watching the video in your own words – 

define any key words. 

• Images and examples to visually explain the skill or technique you have 

learnt about. Your sketchbook page needs to be exciting! 

• Can you connect to a Photographer/Artist who uses this technique in their 

work – this would make your research credible. For instance, below is an 

image by Lee Jeffries – he could be connected to black and white 

photography OR dramatic lighting and explaining how he does this. 

• Anything else you think is important to include. 

 
 

You will discover many 

new photographers on 

the course. You will 

research, analyse and 

be inspired by their 

work to help you 

create your own 

beautiful and skilful 

photoshoots.  



 

TASK 9: Camera Task – Using the New Skill 

 
Now you have some understanding of the new skill you have focused on, have a 

go at using them with your own camera! You can use your phone if you do not 

have your own DSLR Camera. Also, you might not have the specialist equipment 

they have so be creative and resourceful!! What do you have at home and how 

could you use them to create an interesting photoshoot? What could you use as a 

background? How’s the lighting? 

 

Here are some videos and links to give you ideas on how to set up a studio at 

home and being resourceful! 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0jsFGcA6Uo –photoshoot in her 

kitchen! 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EktQopEZ9-E – has a set up in her 

bedroom! 

• https://www.karltayloreducation.com/creative-photoshoots-to-do-at-home/  

• https://www.pixelz.com/blog/diy-1-build-photo-studio-bootstrapped-

budget/  

• https://www.wikihow.com/Do-a-Professional-Looking-Photo-Shoot-at-Home  

 

Once again, choose an interesting and specific location and model to use – this 

can be inside or outside. Once you have decided and have everything ready, 

have a go at trying to compose images using your newly discovered skill or 

technique.  Think about how you can use the location and model to create an 

exciting and unique photoshoot. 

 

I am not encouraging everyone to spend lots of money on these photoshoots – 

you can do them with what you have at home. However, if you do end up buying 

any new equipment, this will be super helpful for when you do start the 

photography course as you will be doing LOTS of photoshoots and can reuse the 

equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-production 

You could try editing your 

photographs as well using 

digital editing software such 

as photoshop. They do free 

trials! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0jsFGcA6Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EktQopEZ9-E
https://www.karltayloreducation.com/creative-photoshoots-to-do-at-home/
https://www.pixelz.com/blog/diy-1-build-photo-studio-bootstrapped-budget/
https://www.pixelz.com/blog/diy-1-build-photo-studio-bootstrapped-budget/
https://www.wikihow.com/Do-a-Professional-Looking-Photo-Shoot-at-Home


 

TASK 10: Other bits and bobs 

 

TalkArt Podcast  

https://player.fm/series/talk-art  

Also, available on Spotify 

 
Actor Russell Tovey and gallerist Robert Diament 

host Talk Art, a podcast dedicated to the world 

of art featuring exclusive interviews with leading 

artists, curators & gallerists, and even 

occasionally their talented friends from other 

industries like acting, music and journalism. Listen 

in to explore the magic of art and why it 

connects us all in such fantastic ways. Follow the 

official Instagram @TalkArt for images of artworks 

discussed in each episode and to follow Russell 

and Robert's latest art adventures. 

 

Grayson Perry Art Club – All4 Catch Up 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club  
 

A new show aiming to bring the nation 

together through art. Grayson Perry talks to 

artists, creatives, celebrities and viewers about 

art and lockdown. Although this does not 

have a specific focus on photography, all 

aspects all the artworld should inspire your 

studies and knowledge in the creative 

industry. Available to watch the episodes on 

catch up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done for attempting all the activities! Please bring the work you have 

completed to your first Photography class in September. We will be rewarding 

your dedication and hard work and you will find many of the activities useful 

straight away! 😊 

 

Please see the ‘culture vulture’ link on the website for further 

activities / entertainment! 

https://player.fm/series/talk-art
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club

