
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Flying start: A level Fine Art 
 

 

Fine Art is part of the wider VAPAM (Visual and Performing Arts and 

Media) Faculty, within this faculty sit all the creative subjects and we all 

work together successfully. We have Instagram accounts where you 

can update yourself on current work, recommendations and other 

updates. 

 
 



 

 
 

Thank you for showing an interest in studying A level 

Fine Art at Thomas Rotherham College. We are very 

keen to see what you can do, and this pack should 

help you get you off to a ‘flying start’. 

 

 

This Flying Start pack contains: 

 

1)  Information about the course 

2)  A variety of activities to do at home 

3)  A working weekly planner for you to use and 

track the activities 

4)  Useful links and resources 

 

 
 
Visual ART is an exciting and creative A Level where you can 

develop your practical skills in Painting, Drawing, 

Printmaking, 3D Work and also Photography. You will also 

learn about Artists and research conceptual ideas behind 

their work. Have a look and follow our Instagram 

(@trcartdept) to see what kind of work you could create 

over the two years you would study with us.  

 

 

We are looking forward to meeting you in September! 
 

 



 

Information about the A Level Fine Art course 

 

 
 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Your Own Working 

Weekly Planner 

 
 

 

One important function of 

FINE ART is to communicate 

ideas and messages about 

the observed world.         

The A Level encourages 

exploration of different 

materials, processes and 

techniques, both formal 

and experimental. The start 

of the course is workshop 

based, teaching a range of 

painting/drawing and 

printmaking skills including 

intaglio/lino printmaking, 

experimental mark making, 

composition, colour theory 

and painting techniques. 

There is also opportunity to 

use the photographic studio 

and dark room. You will 

learn how to use a digital 

camera and how to visually 

explore your own concepts 

and ideas. After this 

introductory workshop 

period, you will be 

encouraged to develop 

your own specialism and 

explore your own concepts 

and ideas free of external 

constraints while continuing 

to develop and explore 

your skills. You will also be 

encouraged to base your 

work around your own 

individual identity, 

incorporating cultural 

influences or personal 

experiences and interests. 

Although most of the 

assessed work is practical 

and sketchbook based, 

there is a separately 

assessed written essay. This 

allows you to explore the 

work of other artists too. 

inspire and look at their 

work in a wider context. 

 



 

Working Planner To Track Your Progress 
If you have any queries please email either: Sarah.mellor@thomroth.ac.uk or 

Abigail.pannozzo@thomroth.ac.uk 

 

 

The following plan is meant as a guide to help you structure the activities in this flying 

start pack between June and August. However, if you would like to complete this at a 

different pace, in a different order and/or spend less or more time on each activity - this 

is entirely your choice. 

Some of the below activities are compulsory – meaning you MUST complete them, 

before you start the course as they will form the beginning of your sketchbook for Art. 

These tasks are highlighted in yellow. Obviously, you can do MORE, but these are the 

ones you must have completed and bring with you to your FIRST lesson.  

Activity number Page number Time allocation Complete? 

1 

Research career 

pathways 

 

5 

 

1-2hrs 

 

2 

Introduction to the 

Formal Elements 

 

6 

 

 1.5hrs 

 

3 

TASK 3: Proportion, 

Accuracy and 

Choices – Tonal 

Study 

 

 

6 

 

 1 hrs 

 

4 

Creating an 

accurate Drawing 

using Line and Tone 

 

8 

 

2.5hrs 

 

5 

Presenting your 

work 

 

8 

 

 1-2hrs 

 

6 

Artists Research 

task 

 

10 

 

45mins – 1hr 

 

7 

Artists Research 

task (practical) 

 

10 

 

1.5 -2.5 hrs 

 

8 

Create a 

Sketchbook Page 

on selected Artist 

 

 

11 

 

1.5 – 2hrs 

 

9 

Online Gallery Visit 

 

11 

 

45mins-1hr 

 

10 

“Other info” 

 

 

12 

 

N/A 

 

mailto:Sarah.mellor@thomroth.ac.uk
mailto:Abigail.pannozzo@thomroth.ac.uk


 

TASK 1: Career pathways with A level ART 

 
Firstly, the subjects you choose to study at college should be your own choice, but it is useful to 

know where these subjects can take you in the future so you can make the right decisions.  

 

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/reasons-to-study-art- This gives you a good overview of 

why Art is a great subject to study at A Level. 

 

As a subject to study at A Level, Fine Art is a foundation for all creative, visual subjects. Having an A 

Level in Art gives you a solid, creative base for progression into the creative industries and onto a 

wide variety of further education courses/degrees.  

When we talk about the value of Arts and culture to society, we always start with its intrinsic value: 

how Arts and Culture can illuminate our inner lives and enrich our emotional world. This is what we 

cherish – this is especially relatable in the current global circumstance! However, we also need to 

understand that Arts and Culture have a wider, more measurable impact on our economy, health 

and wellbeing, society and education. It’s important we also recognise this impact to help people 

think of our Arts and Culture for what they are: a strategic national resource. 

 

For your first task, research possible career pathways you would be interested in and find out where 

an A Level in ART can take you!! You might be surprised. You can use the useful links below, and 

search yourself on the internet: 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/fine-art 

 

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list - This is a particularly user-friendly 

guide for students and gives you lots of real-life examples! 

 

https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-careers-in-art-and-

design 

  

 
Notes on findings - Use this table to make notes about what you find out. It is up to you how 

you lay this out e.g. bullet points, full sentences, inserted images ….. but this information could be 

help you decide on the subjects you want to study and potential future careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/reasons-to-study-art-
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/fine-art
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-careers-in-art-and-design
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-careers-in-art-and-design


 

TASK 2: Introduction to the Formal Elements & Subject Matter 

 
Art doesn’t just happen. First the artist must make decisions about what they are going to 

create and how they are going to create it. Even if they decide to have as few rules as 

possible, that decision still needs to be made. The Formal Elements are the things artists 

decide on before and during making a piece of Art. 

 
We have LOTS of videos to help you in our department, watch this 

video to help you understand what the formal elements are: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQfxpEfrptk 
 

Further information can also be found on these websites: 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9kmhyc  

 

https://hardleyart.wordpress.com/the-formal-elements-in-art/ 

 

Watch the videos, read and make notes about all of the Formal ART Elements that 

are listed, as you will need to come back to them for the other activities in this 

pack. 

 

Element Definition 
Materials & Techniques  

Subject Matter  

Composition  

Texture  

Colour  

Tonal Values  

Mood/Atmosphere  

Influences  

Context  

Any others you have 

come across? 

 

 

 

TASK 3: Proportion, Accuracy and Choices – Preparation for a 

Tonal Study 
 

Drawing is the foundation of Art, and although you may be interested and excited by 

other processes, understanding how drawing works helps you to understand how other 

processes work. So in this task, you will look at the basics of drawing and the choices you 

will need to make to give you a better chance of creating a good quality piece of work. 

 

Art is not only about skill, it is also about making the right choices, so before you begin 

anything, you need to ensure you have prepared properly, and really thought about 

every aspect of the task. Firstly, you need to decide what inspires you, Art can generally 

be divided into 4 categories: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQfxpEfrptk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9kmhyc


 

 

• People – portraits, images of people, close up on faces or full body. It can be 

someone who you are personally connected to or someone who inspires you. 

• Places – This could include landscapes, cityscapes, beaches, street scenes, it could 

be a familiar place or somewhere that interests you 

• Objects – Still life, these could be every day objects or mysterious and unfamiliar 

things. 

• Abstract – what makes an image abstract? Something unrecognisable in physical 

form, abstract doesn’t mean from your imagination, it is generally ‘abstracted’ from 

something in reality, whether this is a physical object, a feeling or idea. 

 

For this task, you will need: 

 

1 – A Suitable Image to Draw – The image you choose is REALLY important. For this task, we 

would like you to choose a printed image, this could be something you find on the 

internet yourself and print out, a photograph or image you have at home, or an image 

from a magazine. If you don’t know where to start, think about the categories above, 

what kind of things are you inspired by? How can you tell if something is a GOOD image 

to work from? 

 

Watch this video about composition: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M  

 

And then find yourself an image to work from.  

GOOD places to look Things to AVOID 

Magazines such as the National 

Geographic 

Pinterest – search ‘Portrait photography’ or 

‘Landscape photography’ 

Celebrities and Celebrity magazines 

Adverts 

General internet searches 

Images of mobile phones or gaming 

devices 

Abstract images – just for this task! 

 

2 – Paper and Drawing Materials - Watch these 2 videos, your choices here will really 

affect the quality of your finished drawing: 

Paper: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAPnZfS3h0c  

Pencils: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEh4UQwIZ2w  

Make sure you choose paper that is no smaller than A5 and no bigger than A3 and that 

your materials are appropriate and good quality. 

 

3 – Write about your choices – try to use what you have learned about the formal 

elements in Task 2: 

 
Why did you pick this subject matter?  
Why did you pick this particular image?  
What paper did you choose? Why?  
What pencils did you choose? Why?  
Stretch and Challenge: Do you know any 

artists that might link with the subject 

matter or image you have chosen? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAPnZfS3h0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEh4UQwIZ2w


 

TASK 4: Making an Accurate Drawing Using Line and Tone  
 
Accuracy is extremely important when drawing, but this does not mean you need to try 

and make your drawing photorealistic. The main thing you need to focus on is: 

 

Proportion: Proportion refers to the dimensions of a composition and relationships between 

height, width and depth. How proportion is used will affect how realistic or stylised 

something seems. Proportion also describes how the sizes of different parts of a piece 

of art or design relate to each other. 

Tone: https://www.thoughtco.com/tone-definition-in-art-182471  

 

You should now have your image, your paper and your drawing materials ready, it is now 

time to start your drawing. Begin by watching this video on proportion: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXrBMwL4CMk  

 

No it’s time to begin your drawing. Take your time, make sure you get your proportion 

correct BEFORE you start adding tone by shading. You can do this by either: 

• Using a grid 

• Measuring 

Both of these methods are explained in the above video!  

 

Stretch and Challenge: Take pictures of the different stages of your drawing! 

 

 

 

Task 5: Present Your Work 

 
For your A Level, your sketchbook serves 2 purposes:  

  

1 – it presents the BEAUTIFUL work you have created  

2 – it shows your process, your thought processes out and the reasons why you have 

created your work  

  

You get marks for the quality of the content of your sketchbook and the quality of the 

presentation of your sketchbook. Watch this video:  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=digoLiex0Cs  

  

For this task you will need 1 or 2 x A3 pieces of paper and you are going to present the 

work you have just created. There are a few steps to creating a successful sketchbook 

page:  

  

1. Decide the orientation – portrait or landscape?  

2. Gather all the VISUAL elements that need to be presented  

  
Using the research and images you have gathered so far; your TASK will be to create a 

‘Sketchbook page’.  Read the information carefully below and then present your work on 

an A3 piece of good quality paper or card (nothing too flimsy) if you have the facilities at 

home. Presentation is important! You need to include the following:  
 

• A title – this could be ‘Tonal Drawing’ or something more creative to do with your 

subject matter!  

https://www.thoughtco.com/tone-definition-in-art-182471
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXrBMwL4CMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=digoLiex0Cs


 

• A brief explanation of how you have tackled the task set. How did you choose your 

image? What makes it a good image to draw? What drawing materials and paper did 

you use and why? How did you ensure your drawing was accurate?  

• The image you have made your drawing from and a beautiful description of it 

• Your beautiful tonal drawing 

 

For ideas on how to present your work, please search – ‘Thomas Rotherham College 

Sketchbook’ on Pinterest to see examples of student sketchbook 

pages.  Presentation is 25% of your A level mark – this does not mean it has to be over fussy 

or ‘decorate’, it needs to be appropriate and show off your work. We have our own 

pinterest page here: https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/ and there are boards 

with sketchbook pages organised by category, have a browse! 

  

If you have not used Pinterest before, you will 

need to sign up for this! This is important for your 

A Level and you will use Pinterest LOTS!  

  

Follow us on Instagram! Take photographs of your 

work and tag us in it! https://www.instagram.com/trcartdept/   

  

DEADLINE: Please bring your completed Sketchbook page to your first lesson in 

September.  TASKS 2 – 4 ARE COMPULSORY! Please make sure you have completed these!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/
https://www.instagram.com/trcartdept/


 

TASK 6: Researching an Artist 
 
Looking at the work of Artists and researching their techniques and conceptual ideas, is 

an important part of the Art A Level. Often after researching about the reasons behind a 

painting or sculpture we can appreciate the important concept behind it and why the 

Artist was inspired to create it. 

 

Choose an Artist from one of our Pinterest boards who inspires you, they could be related 

to your OWN drawing you have made, or you could choose something different: 

 

People: https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/portraits-and-figures/  

Places: https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/architecture-building-artists/  

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/landscape-artists/  

Objects: https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/still-life/  

Abstract: https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/abstract/  

 

Firstly, find out some basic information about the artist you have chosen: 

• Who are they? When and where were they making work? 

• Are they part of a specific movement or ‘ism’? 

• Are there any significant biographical details (details about their life) that has 

influenced their work? 

Then select ONE piece them to research in depth. Find out the following information. 

• What is the title of the piece? 

• What is the subject matter about?  

• Who is the artist and what was he inspired by? 

• Can you describe and analyse any of The Formal Elements in this piece of 

work? E.g. Materials, Techniques, Line, Tonal Quality, Composition e.t.c 

 
Save the information you have found out, make sure you can get images of the 

artists work printed out. 

 

Presentation: don’t do this yet! 

 

 

TASK 7:  Practical Drawing/Study of an Artist's Work 
 
Looking closely at how an artist uses materials and techniques, allows you to develop new 

skills and ideas on how to improve your own practical work. 

 

Now make a ‘study’ (this means an accurate copy, recreating the methods used by the 

artist) of the piece of work you chose. Try to use what you have learned in your research 

and consider the choices you have made for the following: 

 

• The paper you choose to work on 

• The materials you use – drawing materials, paints, brushes etc 

• Have you chosen something 3D? How can you recreate this? 

 

Try to make as accurate a copy as you possibly can, imitating the proportion, colour, tone 

and use of materials. 

 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/portraits-and-figures/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/architecture-building-artists/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/landscape-artists/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/still-life/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/abstract/


 

TASK 8: Present Artists Research 

 
Present the research you have done about the Artist in Task 6 and also your Task 7 

drawing. Present them together on an A3 page (as outlined in the previous tasks.) 

Your page needs to include: 

 

• A Title, think about using the Artists name, style of the artist etc. 

• Your study (Task 7) 

• Your Artists Research (Task 6) 

• Include a good quality images of the original art works (if possible).  

 

There are lots of examples of Artists research pages here on our pinterest page: 
 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/artist-research-techniques-sketchbooks/ 

    

For ideas and inspiration on how to present your work, please search – ‘Thomas Rotherham 

College Sketchbook’ on Pinterest to see examples of student sketchbook pages.   

 

TASK 9: Virtual Gallery Visit 
 

Seeing and experiencing Art in real life is very important, there is no comparison to seeing 

something in the flesh. At TRC, we encourage you to visit Galleries and we have at least 2 

trips to galleries during the course. We have close links with local Galleries and to Art 

organisations with opportunities for work experience/classes/talks etc. Because of possible 

restrictions in visiting municipal Galleries this summer, we would like you to make a VIRTUAL 

VISIT to a Gallery. 

For your task, please visit an Art Gallery from the list below. This can be an exhibition at a 

local or national gallery or museum.   

Please make notes while on your visit: 

• Write down names of the artist/artists you have seen.  

• Which do you like and why? What works of art catch your eye and why is this?  

• Then do some research about the Gallery.  

• What type of Art does it Exhibit? What exhibition/work have you seen on your tour? 

What are your thoughts about the experience? 

 

Virtual Gallery Tours 

 

Tate Modern in London: (interesting walk through, no commentary) You may want to do 

more research on the collection.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yYKrzk9NxI  

 
Picasso 1932 ‘Love, Fame, Tragedy’at Tate Modern 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lDRK0XKcS0 

 

Leonardo Da Vinci Exhibition: National Gallery London. (Includes discussion about the 

work.) 

https://youtu.be/sv_sP5VM8Vg 
 

A virtual tour of ‘Among the Trees’ at the Hayward Gallery (South Bank, London) with 

Director Ralph Rugoff. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JrjzLLPDITc 

 
Introduction to Sheffield Museums and Galleries. 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/trcartanddesign/artist-research-techniques-sketchbooks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yYKrzk9NxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lDRK0XKcS0
https://youtu.be/sv_sP5VM8Vg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JrjzLLPDITc


 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2CX9xdUZbs 

 
Cupola Gallery Sheffield. Artist Corrina Button Interview. ‘Caught in a Fast Lane’. 

http://www.cupolagallery.com/events/2020/3/20/caught-in-a-fast-lane-corinna-

button 

 

*Please present the information about your visit on an A3 Page as in previous tasks. 

 

TASK 10: Other bits and bobs 

 
TalkArt Podcast  
https://player.fm/series/talk-art  

Also, available on Spotify 
Actor Russell Tovey and gallerist Robert Diament host 

Talk Art, a podcast dedicated to the world of art 

featuring exclusive interviews with leading artists, 

curators & gallerists, and even occasionally their 

talented friends from other industries like acting, music 

and journalism. Listen in to explore the magic of art 

and why it connects us all in such fantastic ways. 

Follow the official Instagram @TalkArt for images of 

artworks discussed in each episode and to follow 

Russell and Robert's latest art adventures. 

 
Grayson Perry Art Club – All4 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club  
 
A new show aiming to bring the nation together 

through art. Grayson Perry talks to artists, creatives, 

celebrities and viewers about art and lockdown. 

Although this does not have a specific focus on 

photography, all aspects all the artworld should 

inspire your studies and knowledge in the creative 

industry. Available to watch the episodes on 

catch up.  

 

 

 

 

 

Well done for attempting all the activities! Please bring the work you have 

completed to your first Art class in September. We will be rewarding your 

dedication and hard work and you will find many of the activities useful 

straight away! 😊 

 

Please see the ‘culture vulture’ link on the website for further 

activities / entertainment! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2CX9xdUZbs
http://www.cupolagallery.com/events/2020/3/20/caught-in-a-fast-lane-corinna-button
http://www.cupolagallery.com/events/2020/3/20/caught-in-a-fast-lane-corinna-button
https://player.fm/series/talk-art
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club

