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Welcome to A-level English Language 

at Thomas Rotherham College! 
 
 

Hello and thank you for expressing an interest in studying A-level 
English Language with us!  
 
This fantastic course will build on all of the reading and writing skills that you have 
developed at school, and will help you to become a confident producer, interpreter, 
and researcher of language.  Even if you don’t speak any language other than 
English, you will become a true linguist: a person passionate about all aspects of 
language and what it reveals about who we are and the society we live in.   
 
Whether you are interested in becoming a journalist, lawyer or teacher, or going 
into a career in marketing or public relations, or indeed any job that involves a good 
understanding of language and strong communications skills (er, that’s most of 
them, then, right?) then English Language could be a fantastic choice for you!   
 
To help you decide if this subject is for you, we have created ten weeks’ worth of 
activities designed to give you a real sense of what A-level English Language is all 
about.  Each set of activities links to a different aspect of the two-year course, so we 
hope it will help you to see all of the ways in which the course is similar to GCSE, but 
also, how it is much more interesting and challenging.   
 
So, have fun and work through these activities as best as you can.   If you do decide 
to sign up for our course, please make sure you fully complete the last two activities 
– your new teacher will be marking these (so you’ll need to bring them to your 
second lesson of your first week at college). 
 
Until then, take care.  We look forward to meeting you soon! 
 
 

Jason, Kate, Miren and Tansy 

The TRC English Language Team 😊 
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Planner 
 

The following plan is meant as a guide to help you structure the activities in this flying start 
pack between June and August.  
 
However, if you would like to complete this at a different pace and/or spend less or more 
time on each activity this is entirely your choice.   

 

Week Number Page number Time allocation Complete? 

1 
              

4-5 1 hour  

2 6-7 
 

1-2 hours   

3 8-9 2 hours 
 

 

4 10-11 2 hours 
 

 

5 12 1-2 hours 
 

 

6 13 1 hour 
 

 

7 14-15 1 hour 
 

 

8 16-17 2 hours 
  

 

9 18-19 1-2 hours  
 

 

10 20-21 2 hours 
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Week 1: The Language of Twitter 
 

At A level English language, we analyse a much wider range of texts 
than at GCSE.  This includes comments on social media platforms like 
Twitter. 
 

These days, platforms like Twitter and Instagram are the 

main way that celebrities communicate with fans and 

promote their work.  The most popular celebrities on 

Twitter include political figures like both Barack and 

Michelle Obama and singers such as Harry Styles, Lizzo 

and Taylor Swift. 

Here is an example of a tweet from singer Dua Lipa.  She 

is promoting the video to her new single.  Notice how she 

uses capital letters, exclamation marks and an…unusual 

emoji! 

This tweet is also multi-modal. Multi-modal texts 

combine images or videos as well as the written word.  

 

WE’RE GOOD video is OUT NOW!!!  Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 

bring this video to life. 

 

Key features of the language of 
Twitter 
 
Capitalisation 
Exclamation marks 
Abbreviations 
Emojis 
Hashtags 
Informal language 
Polite language 
Non-standard spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
Multimodal features  
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1.   Choose a celebrity or influencer of your choice who is on Twitter.  You do not 

have to be on Twitter to read their recent Tweets.  Choose two or three 

tweets and take a screen shot of each one. 

 
 

2. Now, choose one tweet.  Explain how the writer of the 

Tweet has used language to communicate effectively.  

Think about the purpose of the tweet and the use of 

language.  Write two PETE paragraphs. 

 
Here is one example of a PETE paragraph based on the 
Dua Lipa tweet: 
 
Dua Lipa uses language to promote her video.  The tweet begins: 
“WERE GOOD video is OUT NOW!!!”  Here, she has capitalised 
both the name of the song, and the phrase “OUT NOW”.  This is to 
inform her fans of the name of the song, and to emphasise that it 
is available to download or stream.  In addition, the use of three 
exclamation marks conveys her excitement about this and 
encourages fans to watch the video.  This is very easy since the link 
to the video is right under the tweet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What is a PETE 
paragraph? 
A PETE paragraph is 
a paragraph that 
follows a structure that 
helps you to analyse 
language features 
effectively. 
P = Point  
E = Evidence (a 
quote) 
T = Technique or 
feature 
E = Explanation or 
comment 
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Week 2: Language and Gender  

 
On this course, we explore the language used by men and women in everyday life. 
We use linguistic research to support and challenge judgements made about men 
and women’s language. We also discuss how the media and society use language 
when referring to gender. 
 

1. Read Emma Watson’s speech at the UN Headquarters in 2014. Answer the 

following questions 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/9/emma-watson-gender-
equality-is-your-issue-too 
 
 

a) What is meant by the term ‘feminism’? 

 

 

 

 

b) Why has feminism become unpopular?  

 
 

 

 

 

 

c) How does she explain that ‘gender equality’ is a man’s issue too? Do you agree 

with this? If not, why? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/9/emma-watson-gender-equality-is-your-issue-too
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/9/emma-watson-gender-equality-is-your-issue-too
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d) Focus on this section of her speech and write 

TWO PETE paragraphs for this question: How 

does Emma use language to persuade her 

audience? 

(Think back to persuasive techniques from 
GCSE).   

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………….………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Both men and women should feel free to be sensitive. Both men and women should feel free to 
be strong… It is time that we all perceive gender on a spectrum not as two opposing sets of 
ideals. 

If we stop defining each other by what we are not and start defining ourselves by what we are—
we can all be free and this is what HeForShe is about. It’s about freedom.  

I want men to take up this mantle. So their daughters, sisters and mothers can be free from 
prejudice but also so that their sons have permission to be vulnerable and human too—reclaim 
those parts of themselves they abandoned and in doing so be a more true and complete version 
of themselves. 

You might be thinking who is this Harry Potter girl? And what is she doing up on stage at the UN. 
It’s a good question and trust me, I have been asking myself the same thing. I don’t know if I am 
qualified to be here. All I know is that I care about this problem. And I want to make it better. 

And having seen what I’ve seen—and given the chance—I feel it is my duty to say something. 
English Statesman Edmund Burke said: “All that is needed for the forces of evil to triumph is for 
enough good men and women to do nothing.” 

In my nervousness for this speech and in my moments of doubt I’ve told myself firmly—if not 
me, who, if not now, when. If you have similar doubts when opportunities are presented to you I 
hope those words might be helpful. 

What is a PETE paragraph? 
A PETE paragraph is a paragraph that 
follows a structure that helps you to 
analyse language features effectively. 
P = Point  
E = Evidence (a quote) 
T = Technique or feature 
E = Explanation or comment 
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Week 3: Accents and Dialects of the UK 
 

One of the exciting topics on the A Level Language course is exploring regional 
variations of our language.  
 
Task 1: Wider understanding 
Dialect refers to the words and grammar particular to a region. A regional 
dialect is distinct from Standard English, which is the dialect of English that 
is used in written language.  

a) Make a list of the dialect words that you hear someone using (e.g., a 

family member or friend) or that you use yourself. Record these 

over a period of one week. For help, see the yellow box 

Task 2: Reading 

a) Read the article: Gerraway with accentism – I’m proud to speak Yorkshire by Katie 

Edwards 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jun/10/accentism-yorkshire-regional-
dialects-english-snobbery 
 

b) New vocabulary! Note down definitions of the following key words in the article. You may 

look at an online dictionary. 

 

- accentism 

- imperilled 

- bolstered 

- archaic 

- disparaged 

- denigrated 

- uncouth 

- heritage 

 

 

Dialect word (and 
meaning) 

Who used it? 
(include age) 

What region does it 
come from? 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I assume that most of 
you will use some words 
from the Yorkshire 
dialect. If you are 
struggling to identify 
Yorkshire dialect in your 
language and the 
language of others, check 
out this glossary: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/no
rthyorkshire/voices2005/
glossary/glossary.shtml 
However, don’t restrict 
yourself to including just 
the Yorkshire dialect. Any 
other UK regional dialect 
words that you use/hear 
are relevant as are words 
from other languages 
(e.g., Arabic, Polish, 
Spanish, etc) that you 
use/hear in your 
everyday life. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/katie-edwards
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/katie-edwards
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jun/10/accentism-yorkshire-regional-dialects-english-snobbery
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jun/10/accentism-yorkshire-regional-dialects-english-snobbery
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northyorkshire/voices2005/glossary/glossary.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northyorkshire/voices2005/glossary/glossary.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northyorkshire/voices2005/glossary/glossary.shtml
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Task 3- Language analysis 
 A lot of what we do on this course builds on your language analysis skills at GCSE. Label FOUR 
language features (techniques) the writer uses to show her opinion. If you need some help 
remembering techniques, see the yellow box below the table. 

 
a) Now create a table like the one below with an analysis of the language features you found. 

 

Language Technique Quote How does the writer use 
language to convey her 
opinion of accents?  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

b) What do you think of the Yorkshire accent? Do you agree/disagree with the writer’s view 

that we should be proud of the Yorkshire accent and why she believes it is important?  

Write a paragraph explaining your thoughts on this matter in the box below. You can 

refer to your own experiences. Have you ever been told to ‘speak correctly’? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need help? 
Possible Language techniques: noun- verb- adjective-adverb- emotive language- fact-
metaphor-simile-hyperbole- dialect- semantic field 
How to analyse? Some sentence stems: 
The writer uses…. to suggest that she is…She wants people to appreciate… 
She is outraged…She is passionate about …She believes that nonstandard accents are 
important because… 
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Week 4: World Englishes 
 

Another interesting subtopic on the English Language course is World Englishes. It 
allows students to delve into the history of the English Language from the Normans 
to the British Empire to the creation of new Englishes in other countries. Complete 
the tasks below to give you a taste of how we will explore the importance of languages 
spoken as a first and second language. 
 

 
 
Task 1- Rank the following languages in order of 1 being most widely spoken to 10 being the least 
widely spoken. 
 
Punjabi 
Spanish  
Bengali 
Japanese 
Portuguese 

Arabic 
English  
Hindustani 
Mandarin 
Russian 

  
 
Task 2- Now check if you are right by watching this video ‘The 10 Most Widely Spoken Languages 
in the World’  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG3r5N6ES3M 
Correct your list. 
 
 
Task 3- Continue to watch the video and answer the following questions. You may need to look up 
some definitions online. 
 

1. The video creates two lists when ranking languages: who speaks a language as a native 

speaker and who speaks it as a non-native speaker. What does ‘native’ and ‘non-native’ 

mean? 

 
2. What does the term ‘Lingua Franca’ mean? 

 
3. In the 2nd list where Paul considers non-native speakers, how many people speak English? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG3r5N6ES3M
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4. How does the ranking change when languages are spoken by non-native speakers (the 2nd 

list in the video)? Note the list here: 

 
5. What is surprising about the two lists? Which new languages feature in the second list? 

Why? 

 
 

 
 

6. What else makes a language important? Do you agree with him? After watching this video 

and learning about what Paul thinks, what do you think is going to happen in the future? 

So, in 20 years, which language or languages do you predict might become more powerful 

and widely used? 
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Week 5: Language and Age 

 
On the A Level English Language course, students are encouraged to think about 
how age affects the language we use in everyday life. We will explore new words 
created by the impact of social media and other technologies and debate the 
positive and negative attitudes society has towards teenager’s use of language. 
 

1. Read the article: Teen slang: what’s, like, so wrong with like? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-11426737 
 
 

2. Read the article: Texting 'can boost children's spelling and grammar’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-27816819 
 
 

3. What kinds of slang or text language do you use? Write down THREE examples from your 

speech or others. 

 
4. Using ideas from the articles and your own views, plan for arguments for and against the 

use of teen slang or text language below. You may use ideas from the previous task 

‘Language Change: word of the year’ in this pack.  

 

For  Against 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

 

5. Opinion writing   

This forms a part of the assessment requirements at A Level for coursework and exams.  
Students will have to build on their previous writing skills and produce more skilful 
opinionated articles based on a linguistic issue, incorporating linguistic theories and terms. 
Show us what you can do so far in the task below. 

 
Use your idea from the table and ideas from the article to explain your view on this 
statement in TWO paragraphs.  
 
‘Teenagers are ruining the English language with their rude slang’. Do you agree or 
disagree, why? 

 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-11426737
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-27816819
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Week 6: Language Change 
 
In the second year, one of the main topics in A level English language is about how languages 
change.  You will study the history of the English language, as well as more recent changes due 
to new technology, the influence of other cultures, and changing social values. 

 
Word of the Year 
Every year, different dictionaries decide which is the most 
important word of the year.  Sometimes these words are 
completely new, other times they are older words which 
for some reason have become much more frequently used 
than normal.  Either way, these new words often tell us 
something about the key events or trends of any given 
year. 
 

1. Use this website to find out the word of the year 

for the year you were born. 

https://public.oed.com/oed-birthday-words/ 
➢ What is it and what does it mean? 
➢ What do you think this word tells us about key events or new trends in the year that you 

were born?   Are you familiar with the word?  Is it still used?  If you’re not sure, you might 
want to ask an older friend or family member or search it on the internet and what results 
you get! 

 
2. Here are three more recent “Words of the Year”.  For each one, explain what it means, and 

why you think it was chosen in your own words (note form is fine). 

 

Year  Word of the Year  Meaning Why it was chosen 

2020 Lockdown 
Collins - The Collins Word of the 
Year 2020 is... 
(collinsdictionary.com) 

  

2019 Climate Emergency 
https://languages.oup.com/word-
of-the-year/2019/ 

  

2018 Toxic 
https://languages.oup.com/word-
of-the-year/2018/ 

 
 
 
 

 

  
3.  Do you notice anything in common about each of these choices?  What do you think these 

words reveal about society today? 

 
4. Finally, what do you think the word of the year for 2021 will be and why? 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

CC BY-SA 

https://public.oed.com/oed-birthday-words/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/woty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/woty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/woty
https://languages.oup.com/word-of-the-year/2019/
https://languages.oup.com/word-of-the-year/2019/
https://languages.oup.com/word-of-the-year/2018/
https://languages.oup.com/word-of-the-year/2018/
http://wondergressive.com/humans-have-unique-ability-to-learn-new-words/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


14 

 

Week 7: Child Language Development  
 
In your second year of A level English language, you will explore how children 
learn language; it’s a really popular part of the course!  Different linguists and 
psychologists propose different factors that influence children’s language 
development.  One of these factors is play.  Children can learn a lot from 
having fun! 
 
1. To help you understand the value of play, read this article: “Let the children 

play” from The Conversation: https://theconversation.com/let-the-children-

play-4-reasons-why-play-is-vital-during-the-coronavirus-135751 

Summarise the key points of the article in around eight bullet points.  Try to 
use your own words – note form is fine. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You can learn more about the psychologist Vygotsky and his ideas about child 
development here:  https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-
content/pioneers-our-field-lev-vygotsky-playing-learn/ 

This Photo by 

Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY 

https://theconversation.com/let-the-children-play-4-reasons-why-play-is-vital-during-the-coronavirus-135751
https://theconversation.com/let-the-children-play-4-reasons-why-play-is-vital-during-the-coronavirus-135751
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/pioneers-our-field-lev-vygotsky-playing-learn/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/pioneers-our-field-lev-vygotsky-playing-learn/
http://dreyfusdragon.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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2. Choose a popular childhood game or activity of your choice.  For example, playing shop 

or doing a jigsaw puzzle.  Complete the table below to help you think about what 

children might learn from the activity. 

 

Knowledge of the world  
(such as how something 
works) 

New words and phrases 
(such as new names for things) 

General skills 
(such as hand-eye 
coordination) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

            
3.  Play is very important for children in terms of their language learning.  Can you guess 

what else is important?  How else might children learn to speak?   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND 

http://theconversation.com/help-your-children-play-out-a-story-and-watch-them-become-more-creative-61194
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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Week 8: Language Investigation 

 
As part of the A Level course, your will have to conduct your own research into how language is 
used in everyday life and then decide if supports or challenges existing linguistic research and case 
studies.  The most popular area of study for this investigation is language and gender.   
 
To give you a taste of this kind of work, complete the activities below. 
 
Task 1- Become a researcher!  
This task initially comprised of watching friends and family in conversation, however, due to 
current circumstance with ‘social distancing’ we have adapted it.  You will need to watch how 
people use language in mixed and single sex conversations on TV or film.   So, pick a favourite 
reality show such as Love Island or a TV programme like Holly Oaks watch one episode (you could 
also choose a recent film).  
 
Use the questions below to record your observations and make notes. These will help you 
complete Task 2. 
 

1. In single-sex conversations, what kinds of topics do girls normally talk about? What kinds of 

topics occupy men? 

2. Who talks the most – women or men? 

3. In mixed-sex conversations, who dominates? 

4. Who is more likely to use slang? 

5. Who is more likely to swear? 

6. Who is more likely to know the specialised words for shades of colour? 

7. Who is more likely to know the words for a complex technique in football? 

8. Who is more likely to be polite and formal in an unfamiliar situation? 

9. In single sex conversations- so just men or just women, who might dominate there? What 

could be the reason for it? 

10. Who is most cooperative and who is the most competitive? 

 
Task 2- Read and engage with scientific research. 
 

Q. What do you think are the main differences in the way that men and  
women interact? (Think about stereotypes) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stereotype 
An over generalised and pre-conceived idea or impression of what characterises someone or 
something, especially one that does not allow for any individuality or variation 
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• Read the following scientific theories that were made by the linguists George Keith and 
John Shuttleworth. 

 

• Make a list of each point that you agree with and give examples from ‘real life’ (use the 
research you conducted from Task 1). 

 
 

• How far do you think that the above stereotypes are unfair? Give reasons for your answer. 
Again, you can use your own observations from Task 1 to argue your view. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Women – talk more than men, talk too much, are more polite, are indecisive/hesitant, 
complain and nag, ask more questions, support each other and are more co-operative 

Men – swear more, don’t talk about emotions, talk about sport more, talk about women and 
machines in the same way, insult each other frequently, are competitive in conversation, 
dominate conversation, speak with more authority, give more commands and interrupt 
more 
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Week 9:  Reading Assessment 

 
As you have seen from some of the activities so far, like at GCSE, in A-level English Language, we 
often analyse how writers use language to express their point of view on a topic.  In particular, we 
study opinion articles. 
 
An opinion article is an article where writers present their perspective on topic, whilst trying to get 
their readers to agree with them. 
 

1. Read this example of an online opinion article: 

https://childmind.org/article/why-kids-need-to-spend-time-in-nature/ 
 

2. Opinion articles typically follow the same structure. Reread the article and see if you can 

spot the main structural features of the article: 

 
a. Headline: the name of the article 

b. Strapline: a one sentence summary of the article 

c. Hook: the opening of an article that engages readers 

d. Main body paragraphs: several paragraphs that explore the writer’s main points 

e. Final message: A sentence or paragraph that communicates the writer’s overall 

message. 

(In this article, the writer also uses subheadings and bullet points.  These are less common 
in opinion articles, but not unheard of.)   
 

3. How does the writer use language to convey her perspective on why children need to 

spend more time in nature? 

 

Create a table like the one on the next page to help you answer this question.  Try to use 
quotes from different parts of the article.  You can consider: 
 

• The writer’s use of powerful words (verbs, nouns, adjectives, etc) 

• The writer’s use of evidence such as facts and statistics  

• Any other persuasive techniques that you can find, such as audience address and 

lists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://childmind.org/article/why-kids-need-to-spend-time-in-nature/
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How does the writer use language to convey her perspective on why children need to 
spend more time in nature? 

Point Evidence  Terminology Explanation 

Writer uses language to 
show how important 
spending time outdoors 
is. 

“Why kids need to 
spend more time in 
nature. 

Headline 
Verb (“need”) 

The verb “need” emphasises 
that there is no choice in the 
matter – it is very important  

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
4. On a separate piece of paper, please write your response to the question, using at least 

three quotations (choose your best three ideas from the table above).  You can 
handwrite or type your response.  Your new teacher will mark it. 
 
Here is an example paragraph.  Don’t include this one! 
 
The writer uses language to communicate how important it is to spend time outdoors.  This 
is immediately clear from the headline: “Why kids need to spend more time in nature.”  
The writer has used the verb “need” to emphasise that there is no choice in the matter – it 
is vital that children spend more time outdoors. 
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Week 10: Writing Assessment 
 

In the last activity, you analysed this example of an opinion article: 
https://childmind.org/article/why-kids-need-to-spend-time-in-nature/ 
 
Now, it is time to start thinking about writing your own opinion article!   
 
At A level, you are required to write opinion articles both for your coursework, and in exams, so it 
is a useful skill to regularly practice. 
 
The Task 
 
After the coronavirus crisis has ended, what would you like to see change in the world? 
 

• Write an opinion article in which you express your ideas in response to the question above.   

• You could focus on one idea, and discuss it in lots of detail, or consider three different 

ideas in a little less detail. 

There are many ideas that you could discuss.  Perhaps you would like people to take steps to 
improve the environment, or to take greater care of older people.  Perhaps you would like people 
to continue to value the work of key workers like carers and supermarket staff, or perhaps you 
would like the government to rethink how young people’s knowledge and skills are assessed at 
GCSE and A level… there are lots of ways that society could change! 
 
Step 1: Initial planning 
You might find it helpful to make a mind map of different points you could make.  Some research 
on the internet might help.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you are ready, choose your focus! 
 
 
 

   Ideas 

https://childmind.org/article/why-kids-need-to-spend-time-in-nature/
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Step 2:  More detailed planning 
 
Now you have your main focus, use this table to help you plan your article.  You may need to do 
more research to ensure your pieces of evidence, such as any facts, are true! 

Part What to do  Ideas  

Headline Make the topic of your 
article, and your viewpoint 
clear 

 
 
 

Introduction Use an interesting story, 
anecdote or statement to 
engage readers.  Then, briefly 
explain your point of view. 

 

Paragraph 1 Explain your first reason or 
idea.  Use supporting 
evidence such as facts or 
statistics.  Make sure you 
research any facts you use! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph 2 Explain your second reason 
or idea.  Use supporting 
evidence such as a quote 
from an expert or ordinary 
person.  This should be real! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph 3 Explain your third reason or 
idea.  You could use a real-life 
story as evidence here.  Make 
sure it’s true! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final message  Aim to finish your article with 
a punchy statement that 
summarises your viewpoint. 

 
 
 
 

Step 3: Write your article 
When you are ready, it’s time to write your article.  Your new teacher will 
mark this article, so remember what you have learnt about writing a good 
article from GCSE! 

• Write as clearly and explain your ideas in detail  

• Ensure each paragraph has a clear focus and use connectives to link 

your ideas  

• Use ambitious vocabulary and a range of persuasive techniques 

(such as a rhetorical question, powerful language, a command and 

direct address).  

• Take care with spelling, punctuation and grammar.  Aim to be as 

professional as you can!   

For more help with 
how to write an 
opinion article, 
watch this video by 
Mr Bruff: 
 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v=
60NkImwWrvc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60NkImwWrvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60NkImwWrvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60NkImwWrvc

