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This section is designed to see if Economics is the right course for you and to get you 
interested in the world of Economics. 

Think of Economics as a subject which combines the disciplines of Geography, History, 
Psychology, Business, Maths, Accounting, Politics, Philosophy, Citizenship, Sociology, Law 
and Media. Think of it as a unique subject that looks at world events, human behaviour, 
statistics, models, government decisions and life in general. 

The world right now is seeing unprecedented change – no one for sure can predict what will 
happen to the world as a result. Read through a visual guide to the possible economic 
impacts: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-51706225 

 

Economics, as a discipline itself, is hard to define and many people have different 
ways of explaining it. 

Let’s hear from the “Grand Master” himself: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRhvnlQHKc0 

Why Study A-level Economics?? Although some of the clip is about degrees in Economics, it 
does show the general principals. 

https://www.kingseducation.com/kings-life/why-study-economics-a-level 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwQbnNzxUHo 

So, what is it all about? Watch the following clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rt4Eg7K7kIY 

Now, try out this quiz: don’t worry if some of the terms are unfamiliar – is Economics right for 
you?: 

https://www.owlguru.com/career/economists/quiz/ 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-51706225
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRhvnlQHKc0
https://www.kingseducation.com/kings-life/why-study-economics-a-level
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwQbnNzxUHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rt4Eg7K7kIY
https://www.owlguru.com/career/economists/quiz/
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Documentaries/Films: 

Many films and movies involve Economics without you even realising it! Some ones 
specifically involving Economics include: 

The Inside Job (2010) 

 

'Inside Job' provides a comprehensive analysis of the global 
financial crisis of 2008, which at a cost over $20 trillion, caused 
millions of people to lose their jobs and homes in the worst 
recession since the Great Depression, and nearly resulted in a 
global financial collapse. 

Money Monster (2016) 

 

In the real-time, high stakes thriller Money Monster, George 
Clooney and Julia Roberts star as financial TV host Lee Gates 
and his producer Patty, who are put in an extreme situation 
when an irate investor who has lost everything (Jack O'Connell) 
forcefully takes over their studio. During a tense standoff 
broadcast to millions on live TV, Lee and Patty must work 
furiously against the clock to unravel the mystery behind a 
conspiracy at the heart of today's fast-paced, high-tech global 
markets. 

Wall Street (1987) 

 

On the Wall Street of the 1980s, Bud Fox is a stockbroker full of 
ambition, doing whatever he can to make his way to the top. 
Admiring the power of the unsparing corporate raider Gordon 
Gekko, Fox entices Gekko into mentoring him by providing 
insider trading. As Fox becomes embroiled in greed and 
underhanded schemes, his decisions eventually threaten the 
livelihood of his scrupulous father. Faced with this dilemma, Fox 
questions his loyalties. 

Freakonomics (2010) 

 

The field of economics can study more than the workings of 
economies or businesses, it can also help explore human 
behaviour in how it reacts to incentives. The subjects include the 
possible role a person's name has for their success in life, why 
there is so much cheating in an honour bound sport like sumo 
wrestling, what helped reduce crime in the USA in the 1990s 
onward and we follow an school experiment to see if cash prizes 
can encourage struggling students to improve academically. 

Source: https://www.imdb.com/ 

 

https://www.imdb.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094291/mediaviewer/rm794636544?ref_=tt_ov_i
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1152822/mediaviewer/rm2918875392?ref_=tt_ov_i
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Reading: 

Again, Economics appears in many books and shapes all our lives, but these books, feature 
Economists doing what Economists do best, explaining the way we live and the choices in 
our lives. 

The Undercover 
Economist  

Tim Harford 

 

Who makes most money from the demand for cappuccinos early in the 
morning at Waterloo Station? Why is it impossible to get a foot on the 
property ladder? How does the Mafia make money from laundries when 
street gangs pushing drugs don't? Who really benefits from immigration? 
How can China, in just fifty years, go from the world's worst famine to one 
of the greatest economic revolutions of all time, lifting a million people out 
of poverty a month? 

Looking at familiar situations in unfamiliar ways, THE UNDERCOVER 
ECONOMIST is a fresh explanation of the fundamental principles of the 
modern economy. 

 

Nudge  

Richard Thaler & Cass 
Sunstein 

 

Nudge is about choices - how we make them and how we can make 
better ones. Every day we make decisions: about the things that we buy 
or the meals we eat; about the investments we make or our children's 
health and education; even the causes that we champion or the planet 
itself. Unfortunately, we often choose poorly. We are all susceptible to 
biases that can lead us to make bad decisions. And, as Thaler and 
Sunstein show, no choice is ever presented to us in a neutral way. By 
knowing how people think, we can make it easier for them to choose 
what is best for them, their families and society. Using dozens of eye-
opening examples and original research, the authors demonstrate how to 
nudge us in the right directions, without restricting our freedom of choice. 

Predictably Irrational  

Dan Ariely 

 

Why do smart people make irrational decisions every day? The answers 
will surprise you. Predictably Irrational is an intriguing, witty and utterly 
original look at why we all make illogical decisions. 

Why can a 50p aspirin do what a 5p aspirin can't? If an item is "free" it 
must be a bargain, right? Why is everything relative, even when it 
shouldn't be? How do our expectations influence our actual opinions and 
decisions? 

In this astounding book, behavioural economist Dan Ariely cuts to the 
heart of our strange behaviour, demonstrating how irrationality often 
supplants rational thought and that the reason for this is embedded in the 
very structure of our minds. 

Source: https://www.amazon.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/
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Extended Learning 

Try this free online course: 

https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/cc1e08b0-784f-11e8-954a-
7d41900c3850/section/db7c18a0-7850-11e8-b860-c34e93b20702/session 

This is also excellent to get you a head start in your learning: 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/collections/online-lessons-for-year-12-alevel-economics-
students 

 

MOOCS: 

A Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) is an interactive step-by-step course aimed at 
reaching an unlimited number of participants worldwide to create a community of lifelong 
learners. Some of these are quite advanced so don’t worry if you find them tough. 

https://www.my-
mooc.com/en/mooc/behavioral-
economics-action-university-
torontox-be101x-0/ 

 

Behavioural Economics in Action: How can we get 
people to save more money, eat healthy foods, 
engage in healthy behaviours, and make better 
choices in general? There has been a lot written about 
the fact that human beings do not process information 
and make decisions in an optimal fashion. This course 
builds on much of the fascinating work in the area of 
behavioural economics. 

https://www.my-
mooc.com/en/mooc/globalization-
past-and-future/ 

 

 

Globalisation: Past and future. In this four-part mini-
course, Professor Jeffrey Sachs argues that we have 
always lived in a global world. He takes students on a 
historical and anthropological tour of six distinct waves 
of globalization and outlines the key factors that drove 
innovation, technology dispersal and development 
during these epochs. The course tells the story of a 
global humanity and asks the question: What lessons 
can we pull from history to help understand the 
tumultuous changes underway today? 

 

https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/cc1e08b0-784f-11e8-954a-7d41900c3850/section/db7c18a0-7850-11e8-b860-c34e93b20702/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/cc1e08b0-784f-11e8-954a-7d41900c3850/section/db7c18a0-7850-11e8-b860-c34e93b20702/session
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/collections/online-lessons-for-year-12-alevel-economics-students
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/collections/online-lessons-for-year-12-alevel-economics-students
https://www.my-mooc.com/en/mooc/behavioral-economics-action-university-torontox-be101x-0/
https://www.my-mooc.com/en/mooc/behavioral-economics-action-university-torontox-be101x-0/
https://www.my-mooc.com/en/mooc/behavioral-economics-action-university-torontox-be101x-0/
https://www.my-mooc.com/en/mooc/behavioral-economics-action-university-torontox-be101x-0/
https://www.my-mooc.com/en/mooc/globalization-past-and-future/
https://www.my-mooc.com/en/mooc/globalization-past-and-future/
https://www.my-mooc.com/en/mooc/globalization-past-and-future/

