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News and current affairs: 

As a sociologist, it is really important that you keep up to date with what is happening in 

the news and be able to give examples to support your work.  

 

You can access the news in a range of formats – choose your own preferred one – all major 

news sources have websites/apps (most are free) 

 

 

For example: 

BBC News https://www.bbc.co.uk/news  
The Guardian newspaper https://www.theguardian.com/uk  
The Spectator magazine (limited number of free articles) https://www.spectator.co.uk/ 
The New Statesman magazine https://www.newstatesman.com/uk 

 

For a more satirical (and fun) look at the news, you might want to watch: 

The Mash Report (BBC2) https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08yxh4h/the-

mash-report  

The Last Leg: Down Under (Channel 4) – new series starts 8/5 

 

Try watching some of the news and current affairs programmes on All4 and BBC iPlayer. There is a huge selection 

at the moment due to lockdown: 

https://www.channel4.com/categories/news-current-affairs-and-politics 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/news/featured 

Crime and Justice documentaries: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06886ny 

Louis Theroux documentaries: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06k7x37 he’s an investigative journalist but 

his programmes are very funny and entertaining, as well as interesting.  

How the Middle Class Ruined Britain with comedian Geoff Norcott: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00071ly/how-the-middle-class-ruined-britain 

Panorama - Sex Education: The LGBT Debate in Schools: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0006w9l/panorama-sex-education-the-lgbt-debate-in-schools 

 

There are some fantastic talks by world leading experts on the TED website or YouTube channel. 

Just choose a topic to filter the 1000s of talks that are 18 minutes or less. Or you could try 

searching for terms like class, gender, ethnicity, globalisation, sexuality, media, crime etc.: 

https://www.ted.com/talks  

You can subscribe to their YouTube channel here: https://www.youtube.com/user/TEDtalksDirector 
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The Crash Course in Sociology on YouTube is quite challenging and has an American 

perspective, but it is very engaging and each episode is short. Here is a link to the 

playlist:  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMJ-AfB_7J1538YKWkZAnGA 

Useful websites to start reading about the A Level Sociology topics: 

https://www.sociologystuff.com/ 

https://earlhamsociologypages.co.uk/websitelinks.htm 

The Tutor2U website will be a useful resource during the course for revision and exam technique. However, the 

blog is a good place to start as it has lots of interesting short articles linking sociology to the real world. 

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/blog 

Here is a list of films that are relevant to sociology: The author explains how they are relevant and where you 

might be able to watch them - though bear in mind this can change and you might have to do a bit of searching! 

https://freedomtoteach.collins.co.uk/influential-inspirational-films-sociology-students/ 

Documentary films: 

Michael Moore is a documentary film maker in the USA who has made some famous documentaries about 

capitalism, consumerism, and American politics. Some of his documentaries are free online: 

Capitalism - the Love Story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAqYPA6Rsa8 

Fahrenheit 11/9 about the election of Donald Trump (This is also available on 

Netflix) : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LSnahdInnQ  

Similar documentaries can be found on Netlflix 

Saving Capitalism - about the growing divide between rich and poor in American society: 

https://www.netflix.com/title/80127558 

For fictional TV programmes try these on Netflix: 

Mad Men is an historically authentic look at the 1960s advertising industry which explores sexual politics, racism, 

the dark side of the traditional nuclear family, the rise of consumerism and the American Dream: 

https://www.netflix.com/title/70136135 (topic links: Families and Household, The Media) 

Narcos is the true story of the notoriously violent Columbian drugs cartels: 

https://www.netflix.com/title/80025172 (Topic links: Crime and Deviance - globalisation of crime) 

Modern Family is a mockumentary (pretend documentary) sitcom about a modern, diverse family which 

addresses the changing social norms and culture throughout the 2000s and 2010s: 

https://www.netflix.com/title/70143858 (Topic links: Families and Households - family diversity and gender roles) 

McMafia is a British crime drama series inspired by the book McMafia: A Journey Through the Global Criminal 
Underworld by journalist Misha Glenny. It’s about the British-raised son of a Russian crime lord who is trying to 
escape from the world of organised crime:  https://www.netflix.com/title/80174147 (Topic links: Crime and 
Deviance - white-collar crime and globalisation) 
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