
 

 

 

A Level English Literature 

      Culture Vulture 
 

The present global pandemic and ensuing lockdown has provided many 

of us with a heap of uncertainty, a dash of anxiety and weeks of 

unprepared for free time. And what better way to spend this free time 

than to build your knowledge and skill store of English Literature? 

Ever wondered when you would have the opportunity to reach for that 

classic novel, get through that poetry anthology (or even begin your 

own?) or watch the full-length production of a Shakespearean play? 

Well, wonder no more. Here are the English bods’ recommendations for 

staving off boredom and becoming an English Literature boss.  

 

Test your general knowledge of English Literature 

The internet is awash with all manner of virtual pub quizzes that will test 

your knowledge of the finest of English Literature. Try: 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/mar/03/world-book-day-quiz-

can-you-match-younger-readers 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhjh8xs 

 

Boost your skills with a free online course 

Future Learn offers a range of free online short courses run by 

universities. They don’t require you to have any previous qualifications, 

only an enquiring mind and a thirst for learning. New courses are added 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/mar/03/world-book-day-quiz-can-you-match-younger-readers
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frequently so have a browse on the site. Here are a selection of courses 

that will specifically help you to build the skills useful for A Level study:  

 

A-level Study Boost: Unseen Poetry and the Creative Process 

(University of Reading) 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry 

 How to Make a Poem (Manchester Metropolitan University) 

 https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/how-to-make-a-poem 

 Start Writing Fiction (The Open University) 

 https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/start-writing-fiction 

 

Watch a play, adaptation or documentary 

Not a live play, of course, but virtually. The BBC have done an amazing 

thing and provided the public with ‘Culture in Quarantine: Shakespeare’.  

You can access this on BBC iPlayer under the Arts tab, where you will 

find amazing filmed theatrical productions of several of Shakespeare’s 

plays, including Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and, the play we study at A 

Level, Othello. They are available for three months from the end of April.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/arts/featured 

 

BBC iPlayer also currently has some of the best recent adaptations of 

novels and documentaries about writers available for free. 

Malorie Blackman’s Noughts + Crosses 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p082wbb5/noughts-crosses-

series-1-episode-1 

 

Arena documentary on George Eliot 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000b8nj/arena-everything-

is-connected-george-eliots-life 
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Documentary on the Brontes (we study Emily Bronte’s novel 

Wuthering Heights in the second year) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p027vyvp/the-bronte-

business 

 

Go on a virtual tour 

One of the most thrilling literary places to visit is Shakespeare’s Globe 

on the Southbank in London. Lucky for you, they are currently offering 

virtual tours on their website where you can experience the magic of 

viewing a recreated Elizabethan theatre from your own sofa (the wearing 

of authentic doublet and hose is optional): 

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/about-us/virtual-tour/ 

 

                                                                                                               

Listen to a TED Talk 

TED Talks are a wonderful way to access the work of some of the 

world’s leading thinkers on myriad subjects. They are twenty minutes 

long and here are three great talks on Literature: 

TED Talk – Lisa Bu, ‘How books can open your mind’ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ibCtsHgz3Y 

 

 

TED talk – Dmitry Bosnak, ‘What Truth does Literature reveal to 

us?’ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMlZD3Mf2-0 
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 TED talk – Stephen Brown, ‘Why Shakespeare? Because it’s 2016’ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khVubNIgS0o&feature=youtu.b

e 

 

 

Read a book 

 

And, finally, what better time to add to your ‘read that’ list than a 

nationwide lockdown.  Project Gutenberg at https://www.gutenberg.org/ 

offers access to over 60,000 books for free, especially older books now 

out of copyright. Several of the recommended novels for your 

coursework at the end of the first year: The Great Gatsby and by F Scott 

Fitzgerald, The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton, The Awakening by 

Kate Chopin and Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, are available 

free on this site. 

 

Here’s a link to another novel by Scott Fitzgerald, Tender is the Night, 
which is a coursework option as well as just being a wonderful read by 

one of America’s greatest Twentieth Century novelists: 

https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/tender-is-the-night.pdf 
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