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Megan
Taaffe
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied English literature, English language, History
and Spanish (As level)
What grades did you leave with?
B, A, B, D (I was never great at Spanish!)
What did you do after leaving TRC?
I a ended the University of York studying English & Related
Literature, then began my ITT teacher training for secondary
school at York St John University.
Did you progress to a Masters / PhD?
I have applied to start my masters studies in English Literature at Newcastle University, a er teaching for a year. I plan
to return to teaching a er further study!
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
The teachers at TRC gave me my ﬁrst glimpse of independent learning; they really believed that I was a young adult
and that I should take responsibility to achieve my A Levels. It was a huge change going from GCSE to A level but I was
thoroughly supported by teachers who understood the diﬀerence and who cared about my personal progress.
Deciding to move away from my secondary school sixth form was the best decision I made; I found new friends and a
conﬁdence in my own ability that I don't think I would have had by staying in the same learning environment. I am
par cularly thankful to Kay in the English department for really ins lling a love for my subject :)
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
Do it! It's a big step but you won't regret being surrounded by like-minded people in a friendly, suppor ve
environment. Take advantage of taster sessions and approach your A Levels with resilience and a smile - you'll do
great :)
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Kirsty
Wilkins
What subjects did you study at TRC?
A-Level English Language, Philosophy and History
What grades did you leave with?
B, C, D
What did you do after leaving TRC?
A 3 year law degree at Northampton University
Did you progress to a Masters / PhD?
A er leaving Northampton University I went to Sheﬃeld
University for a year to gain a Postgraduate Diploma in Legal
Prac ce, which is one of the addi onal qualiﬁca ons necessary if you want to become a solicitor.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
I am the Professional Development Manager for Shearman & Sterling in the City of London, a top US law ﬁrm. In
terms of voluntary work I am also Deputy Director for Opera ons for Pride in London.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC provided a great bridge between a strict, controlled school environment and an independent, university
environment. For the ﬁrst me I got to choose the clothes I wanted to wear instead of a school uniform, and the
teachers treated us like young adults. This was a lovely switch, but it also meant more was expected of us and we had
to mo vate ourselves and be much more responsible. The A-Level Philosophy course in par cular taught me how to
think for myself, how to debate, and how to formulate my own opinion on diﬀerent subjects. I used these skills in the
11 years I was a solicitor, and I s ll use them on a daily basis in my current role.
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
Just do it! I travelled 2 hours each way to get to TRC every day, and it was worth it. The staﬀ and the beauty of the
place make you feel like you could achieve anything, and if you are willing to work hard while you are there, you can!
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Sian
Farrell
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied Geography, Psychology and Biology.
What grades did you leave with?
I ﬁnished with a B in Geography and Psychology and a C in
Biology. I ﬁnished in 2012.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
A er leaving TRC, I went to Hull University to do BA in
primary teaching.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
Since 2015, I have worked at a primary school in Burngreave, Sheﬃeld. I am teaching in Y6.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC gave me excellent advice when it came to university applica ons. My tutor dedicated lots of me to going
through my personal statement and helping me to make improvements. Not only that, but the career advice I was
oﬀered in regards to volunteering was fantas c as it helped me organise my volunteering so it would best support my
personal statement to get me my dream job.
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
My piece of advice would be to work hard. I think it's easy some mes to take your foot oﬀ the pedal, but if you work
hard, revise you can achieve anything you set your mind too.
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Areeb
Mazhar
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Further Maths
and of course General Studies at TRC in 2012.
What grades did you leave with?
I achieved 3 A* and 3 A grades.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
I went on to study at Sheﬃeld Medical School gradua ng in
2017.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
I'm currently a junior doctor at Rotherham hospital/Sheﬃeld teaching hospitals, working in departments
such as general surgery and respiratory medicine. I hope to become a GP partner and own my own prac ce
eventually.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC helped me achieve my goals with a er college study sessions and subject teacher support. The environment
invited students to work hard and take pride in their A-levels. They also provided a great amount of support in
applying for medicine.
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
My advice to current students is to work hard now and take advantage of all the opportuni es given to you. It will
pay oﬀ later.
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laura
potente
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied at Thomas Rotherham college from 2012-2014.
I studied Performing Arts, English Language and Psychology.
What grades did you leave with?
I achieved B, C, C as my ﬁnal grades.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
I have then gone on to complete my BA Hons in Drama at the
University of Lincoln, gradua ng in 2017 with an 2:1. From this
I have had a year out working but mainly gaining more
experience with my award winning graduate theatre company.
Over the past 12 months we have have performed at numerous fes vals including the Na onal Student Drama
Fes val and Edinburgh Fringe Fes val.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
I am now going to be undertaking my PGCE at Sheﬃeld Hallam in September 2018 in Drama secondary educa on.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC helped me to decide what I wanted to do! And opened doors for me, especially with performing arts. I had the
chance to take part in the Christmas produc on during my me at TRC which really pushed me out of my comfort
zone but made me so conﬁdent when performing!
So Thank you TRC!
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josh
jones
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied BTEC Sport at TRC & played for the goal academy,
leaving with a dis nc on * I was sportsman of the year &
managers player of the year in 2014 & 2015, I loved every
minute of it.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
A er TRC I moved to Texas on a soccer scholarship, to con nue
playing soccer and my educa on.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
I am currently in my 3rd year at Texas A&M interna onal
University, working toward my bachelors of science in Kinesiology.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC opened so many doors for me and I would not be in the USA without the help of the PE department & Macca
the goal coach. The football trip to New York topped oﬀ a fantas c few years.
A er gradua ng in Texas, I plan to work on my masters & become a PE teacher/ Coach in the US
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beth
oliver
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied Media Studies, English Literature and English Language
from 2012-2014 and I did an AS in Music Technology.
What grades did you leave with?
I le TRC with a B in Media and a C in both English A Levels.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
A er leaving TRC I went to study a degree in Film Produc on at
the University of Gloucestershire (2014-2017), gradua ng with
a 2:1. During my me at university I did a lot of voluntary work
in Marke ng.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
I work in marke ng in the educa on sector as a Digital Marke ng Oﬃcer, cura ng all digital content such as videos,
social media, websites, etc.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC was an extremely comfortable environment for me and the tutors I had were all so suppor ve and helpful
throughout my en re TRC journey. TRC introduced me to a number of opportuni es such as Sheﬃeld Doc Fest the
ﬁrst year I was there and I have been a part of the fes val every year since.
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
The best advice I could give it to balance your me well. It's important to work hard but also take me out for
yourself. If you're oﬀered any opportuni es take every single one and embrace the me you have there as it will be
over before you know!
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megan
wood
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I'm Megan and a ended TRC 2011-2013, studying English
Language, Biology, Psychology and AS English Literature,
leaving with A*AA.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
Following my me at TRC, I went to the University of Leeds to
study BSc Psychology with an industry year working as a Research
and Implementa on Assistant. Prior to gradua ng with a 2:1,
I was fortunate enough to receive a fully funded 1+3 PhD
scholarship with a MA in Social Research again at the University
of Leeds. A er comple ng the MA this year, I am due to start my
PhD in October 2018.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC helped me get where I am today with the amazing support of the teaching staﬀ in both providing guidance and
excellent teaching, but also the mo va on to really push myself to strive towards my goals. The facili es at Thomas
Rotherham were also fantas c, with both space to work and space to socialise and take a break – something which is
equally as important!
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
My advice to anyone thinking of coming to TRC is to really make the most of the opportuni es, resources and
support networks which are available to you; whether this is through addi onal 1-1 study skills support, help with
UCAS applica ons or just some general guidance.
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ellie
taylor
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied Maths to AS –Level and Biology, Economics and Law
through to A-Level and achieved the following grades:
Maths – C, Biology – B, Economics – A and Law – B .
What did you do after leaving TRC?
I started working as a Paralegal at Irwin Mitchell Solicitors
approximately a month a er leaving College.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
I am s ll working as a Paralegal in the Fast Track Personal Injury
Team, dealing with employers, public, occupiers and product
liability claims up to £25,000 in value. I am due to transfer to a diﬀerent team within Irwin Mitchell in September
2018. I will then be a Paralegal in the Serious Injury team, suppor ng Solicitors and Legal Execu ves with cases where
the client has suﬀered a brain or spinal injury. In my A-Level year, whilst studying law, the TRC Annual Law
Compe on took place. I had to give a presenta on to a Solicitor and an Associate Director from Irwin Mitchell on the
subject of “fault”. I won the compe on and was awarded with a week's worth of work experience with Irwin
Mitchell. This allowed me to make contacts within the ﬁrm. Soon a er this week, I passed my CV to a lady I met
whilst on my work experience in order to apply to my ﬁrst Paralegal role in the fast track team.
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
TRC has so many opportuni es to get involved with. A-Levels are hard work but it is always worth ge ng yourself
involved in as much as you can as you never know what opportuni es may arise from it.
The staﬀ are excellent at what they do, very knowledgeable, helpful and friendly.
One of the best aspects of studying at TRC was the beau ful grounds within which it is situated, especially during the
summer months. A great place to hang out with friends or get some much needed revision done.
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gracie
adams
What subjects did you study at TRC?
Biology, Chemistry and Psychology to A Level and Spanish and
EPQ to AS Level.
What grades did you leave with?
Biology-A*, Psychology-A*, Chemistry-A, Spanish-C, EPQ-A*
What did you do after leaving TRC?
I went to The University of Sheﬃeld to study a BSc in Gene cs.
Did you progress to a Masters / PhD?
I am star ng a research masters-MRes in Evolu on and
Behaviour-at The University of Sheﬃeld in September, and will con nue to do a PhD a er this.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
Alongside studying, I also work as a Research Technician at The University of Sheﬃeld in the Animal and Plant
Sciences department, where I research popula on structure in birds and ageing mechanisms of the fruit ﬂy
Drosophila melanogaster. I have also done research projects in bu erﬂies, Asian elephants, Eurasian o ers and
peregrine falcons, as well as ﬁeld work internships on European nightjars and barnacle geese in the Netherlands!
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
Through doing Biology and going on the South Africa Opera on Wallacea ﬁeld trip I found that I loved being out in
the ﬁeld with animals but also enjoyed learning about gene cs and evolu on, and knew that I wanted to combine
these in my studies and work! Being given the op on of doing the EPQ meant I was prepared to write essays at
university, and through this I found that I enjoyed reading scien ﬁc ar cles and understanding research. The amazing
teaching I received at TRC helped me to achieve the best grades I could and go on to study at an excellent university.
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
Deﬁnitely go for it! I absolutely loved my me at TRC, the lessons were great and I genuinely truly miss TRC. It's a
brilliant college and I am so thankful I got the opportunity to study here.
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amy
thompson
What subjects did you study at TRC?
I studied Geography, Law, Psychology and BTEC Dance in the
ﬁrst year of TRC but in second year I swapped Dance and
Geography for BTEC Business.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
A er leaving TRC, I a ended Sheﬃeld Hallam university and
have just ﬁnished my ﬁnal year where I studied their LLB
Law degree.
Did you progress to a Masters / PhD?
I am currently progressing onto doing my LPC/masters so
LLM (solicitors) at BPP university in Leeds star ng in February.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
I work part- me in retail and gaining experience in law ﬁrms - along with interviews for paralegals and training
contract posi ons.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC helped me decide on what career path to choose. I started college wan ng to progress a career into the police
but since star ng and studying law at TRC it changed my mind and now that is why I'm progressing into following my
dream of becoming a solicitor. The college has a great atmosphere as soon as you walk in with a wide range of
op ons to study. Staﬀ support you all the way and give opportuni es that will help you progress onto university and
the career that you want, along with crea ng contacts from careers days or talks that help you in later life.
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hazel
winstanley
What subjects did you study at TRC?
At TRC, I studied English Literature, General Studies, History,
Psychology and Religious Studies in 2011.
What grades did you leave with?
I achieved a C, 2 Ds, and 2 Es.
What did you do after leaving TRC?
A er college, I a ended York St John and graduated in 2015
with Joint Honours in Religious Studies and Theology and
Educa on Studies.
What are you doing now / where are you working now?
Now I work for the Church of England as an admin assistant, primarily organising weddings. I also volunteer for my
local church, with the view to one day becoming a children's worker within the Diocese of Sheﬃeld.
How did TRC help to get you where you are now?
TRC was crucial to get me where I am now as they encourage me to follow my dreams. This was through helping me
gain valuable work experience par cularly at a local mentoring scheme as well as encouraging me to look at a variety
of degree subjects. They also empowered me to not be afraid to ask for extra support when I need it, which led me to
be diagnosed as dyspraxic in university.
Do you have any advice for students thinking of coming to TRC?
The advice I would give to students who are thinking of coming to TRC is don't be afraid to be yourself. I have made
friends for life through a ending the college. I would also say work hard and ask for support if you need it.
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